
SOCI 4750: WORLD POPULATION TRENDS AND 
PROBLEMS, Summer 2022  

5-week Session 1 June 6 - July 8  
 

BASIC INFORMATION 
Instructor: Ronald Kwon 
E-mail: ronald.kwon@unt.edu 
Office hours: Students may contact me through email or set up a zoom meeting 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES 
The general objective of the course is to provide students with an understanding of basic 
demographic concepts and measures and the social and economic dimensions of population 
change.  This course will enable students to learn and understand the various demographic 
measures of the different aspects of human population such as fertility, migration, mortality, etc.  
Specifically, at the end of the course, students will be able to (1) understand demographic 
concepts, calculate and interpret the basic measures related to mortality, fertility, migration, and 
residential segregation that is often encountered in the demographic literature, (2) ability interpret 
charts and tables related to population characteristics, (3) describe the main demographic events 
and the processes that shape human population in general, and (4) explain current U.S. and the 
world population patterns and trends. 
 

We will briefly examine the importance of demography and how it relates to other sciences.  Then 
we will discuss population trends and their influences.  We will also examine the demographic 
variables (fertility, mortality, and migration), and look at each of the variables and how it impacts 
society.  We will further examine the changing family structures and its impact on society as well as 
aging related issues. We will conclude with debates over population and sustainability.  These goals 
will be achieved through reading assignments and video assignments that are intended to illustrate 
various aspects of particular issues under consideration.     

Summer and online courses are very fast paced. Thus, it is important for students to stay up with 
assignments and complete them on time.  You CANNOT procrastinate.  To do well in this class, 
students should ask questions whenever they have one, and do all the assignments ON TIME 
(quizzes, video evaluations, and exams).  Please PROOF-READ your work before submitting it as 
your grades will be partially based on the clarity of your writing.  Your grades in this course will be 
based on video assignments, quizzes, and exams. I will calculate grades at the end of the course. If 
you have a pressing desire to know what your grade is after each assignment, you can easily 
calculate your grades by weighting the posted grades. For example: 

if quizzes are worth 15% and you have an average grade of 100% on quizzes, you will get 15 points.  

if the midterm is worth 30% and you received a 90%, you will get 27 points.  

if the video assignments are worth 25% and you received a 90%, you will get 22.5 points.  

Combined this puts you at 64.5 points out of a possible 70 points or a 92.14% going into the final.  

 
REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS  



Textbook: Weeks, J. R. (2016). Population: An introduction to concepts and issues. 12th edition. 
Cengage Learning. (Available at UNT Bookstore). 
 
COURSE GRADING BASIS 
Quizzes (15%)  
Quizzes will start the first week of classes (June 6th). Quizzes will open on Mondays 11:00 a.m. 
and students will have until Friday midnight of that same week to complete the quiz. The quizzes 
will be five questions, multiple choice, with a short 15-minute window to complete them. You will 
only get ONE opportunity to complete it and questions will lock after you submit answers. That 
means that students should have done the reading and reviewed the lecture beforehand, and not 
during the quiz. These are low stakes quizzes that are meant to ensure students are keeping up 
with the readings. There will be no quizzes on the weeks we have exams, and in total there are 3 
quizzes. There is the Texas Census and students should recognize that they must turn in some type 
of assignment to ensure they are enrolled and doing work in the class. Quizzes are one way I 
determine this. Late quizzes will not be accepted. 
 
Video evaluations (25%) 
Three short videos will be shown in this class. The purpose is to provide students with an 
opportunity to think about and comment on particular issues that are being covered.  You are 
required to submit a one-page typed-written (font size =12) double-spaced reaction paper of the 
video (minimum of 300 words). You are welcome to go over the word minimum and please be 
clear that meeting the word minimum does not mean you will be given full points. For example, if 
you meet the word minimum but FAIL to make connections to theories, class concepts, readings, 
and lectures, you will receive low scores. You will submit your responses online as a doc, docx, or 
pdf file. The videos will be assigned on Mondays 11am and you until Friday midnight to upload 
your responses. Late assignments will not be accepted without medical documentation. 
 
Midterm Examination (30%): 
The midterm will cover topics covered in lecture, the assigned readings, and class-assigned videos 
and audio. The test will be composed of 35 multiple-choice questions and will open on June 13 th 
Monday 11am and close on Friday midnight June 17th. Students may use their notes and will have 
two hours to complete the exam. It is important that students prepare their notes before the exam, 
and not during the exam. A study guide will be provided to facilitate student preparation for the 
exam. There will be a brief zoom review session on June 13th at 9:00am (optional). I do not plan to 
record these. The format of the multiple choice will look similar to the quizzes and students will 
only have one opportunity to answer each question, after which, the question will be locked. 
Missing and rescheduling the exams will require extreme circumstances and must be discussed 
with me before the exam date. 
 
Final Exam (30%) 
The final exam will consist of 35 multiple-choice questions in a format that resembles the midterm 
and quizzes.  The exam will be provided online and open on July 4 th at 11am and close on Friday 
midnight July 8th. You will have two hours to complete the exam and may utilize your notes and the 
study guide. Just like the midterm, questions will be locked after answering. Topics for the exam 
will predominantly focus on the latter part of the course.  
 
The grading breakdown is as follows below:  
 
90-100%  A 
80-89%    B 
70-79%    C 



60-69%    D 
Below 60%  F 
 
I will do my best to be straightforward and fair. Please feel free to approach me if you encounter 
any difficulties. However, final grades are final and are NOT OPEN FOR DEBATE. Please do 
not ask for make up assignments, extra credit, or an arbitrary and unearned grade bump up once 
final grades are posted. Missing assignments should be taken care of before they are due.  
 
CLASSROOM GUIDELINES 
Attendance: Although this is a summer online course, we have deadlines. I expect students to 
review lectures and email questions or components that are confusing to them sufficiently before 
important due dates. A substantial amount of the midterm and final exams have questions that are 
based on lecture materials and/or online materials which may not be covered in the readings. This 
is still fair game for the exams.  
 
Contacting the Instructor: There is a general discussion board for questions about the class. You 
can best reach me by email and I will attempt to respond within one day, except for the weekend, 
in which I will contact you the following Monday.   
 
Make up exams and/or incompletes: I generally do not give make-up exams or give incomplete 
grades, except under the most extreme emergencies. If you encounter an emergency, you should 
contact me before the test is administered. 
 
Respect the UNT guidelines for academic integrity: 
https://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/06.003.pdf 
Please review the UNT guideline for academic integrity. I will strictly enforce these rules for the 
research paper and exams. 
 
Accommodations: Students with disabilities that may affect their ability to participate fully in the 
class or to complete all course requirements are encouraged to bring this to my attention promptly 
so that appropriate accommodations can be made. Students must register with the Office of 
Disability Access (ODA) to verify their eligibility. For additional information, please visit the ODA 
website at http://www.unt.edu/oda.  


